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ABSTRACT  
The PPP experienced multiple premature government terminates during the 1990s 
because political battles escalated with constant corruption accusations. This research 
investigates the essential political aspects together with institutional structures and 
governance components which caused the PPP governments to fall in 1990 and 1996. The 
research relies on qualitative methodology to study the political struggles and institutional 
observations as well as corruption cases through the examination of historical 
documentation and parliamentary proceedings and court decisions and media reports. The 
research demonstrates how corruption scandals significantly damaged PPP government 
credibility yet such allegations served multiple political groups such as opposition forces 
along with military suits and judicial bodies who used them to weaken democratic 
institutions. Executive-legislative tension alongside presidential discretionary powers 
created political instability in Pakistan’s system of governance according to the study. This 
research brings essential understanding about Pakistani democratic consolidation 
challenges while proposing institutional reforms which aim to enhance governance and 
accountability together with political stability. 
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Introduction 

Pakistan began the 1990s under the cloud of unstable political conditions and 
allegations of corruption at the same time as unstable economic conditions. Throughout the 
1990s, there was a repeated pattern of governmental conflict for power and patronage from 
the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) in which 
both parties had the ability to form governments but were unable to fully complete their 
tenure. The effects of presidential powers in dismissing elected governments through 
Article 58(2)(b) of the Constitution and regular military take overs had a compounding 
negative effect on political stability (Rizvi, 2000). The political situation grew more complex 
due to ethnic and sectarian conflicts intensified in Karachi as well as tensions concerning 
Kashmir with India (Jalal, 1995). The combination of poor economic management and rising 
foreign debt created overwhelming public discontent due to Pakistan’s worsening political 
and social situation (Hussain, 1999). 

 
During the decade Benazir Bhutto led the Pakistan Peoples Party which strongly 

influenced the way Pakistan's politics developed. The PPP achieved victory in the 1988 
general elections which brought them to power before their government faced dismissal 
due to corruption allegations in 1990. The government of Bhutto successfully ruled Pakistan 
from 1993 until her administration ended in 1996 because of political opposition and 
governance prosecution (Batool,  Asmat & Muzaffar, 2023; Haqqani, 2005). Between 1990 
and 1996 Pakistan faced persistent political upheaval that demonstrated how unstable 
Pakistani democracy was because democratically elected prime ministers lost their power 
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before finishing their mandates. Democracy failed to take root due to unstable institutions 
together with frequent court and military interference (Yaseen, Jathol & Muzaffar, 2021; 
Siddiqa, 2007). 

 
Political instability together with high levels of corruption within Pakistan has been 

one of the main factor responsible for democratic governance failure which resulted in the 
decline of institutional growth and diminishing public confidence in governmental systems. 
The PPP and the PML-N governments which ruled during the 1990s experienced short-term 
rule because their administration faced accusations of financial mismanagement and misuse 
of state resources as well as accusations of nepotism. The lack of effective accountability 
systems combined with state institution politicization allowed corruption to spread through 
weak governance which disrupted policy development. Academic circles now dedicate 
attention to governance and political stability issues in Pakistan since institutional reforms 
together with improved accountability have emerged as necessary elements for establishing 
long-term democratic systems. 

Literature Review 

It was founded in 1967 by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto with socialist agenda to be a leftist 
alternative to the existing political system at that time. The party pursued Islamic socialism 
to roll back economic disparity and promote social justice. The PPP became infinitely 
popular after it was established in 1967 and achieved major electoral success in the 1970 
general elections, running on a developed socialist program, becoming Pakistan's dominant 
party. The 1970s of Pakistan's political formation has had a significant impact on Bhutto's 
charismatic leadership and the PPP's policy-making that included land reform and industry 
nationalization (Wolpert, 1993). Bhutto was assassinated in 1979 and the political party 
suffered during subsequent decades due to shaky governments and political unrest across 
the country. After General Zia-ul-Haq was killed in 1988 Pakistan moved its discerning 
transition from military rule to democratic rule, starting the decade of the 1990s. This 
period saw civilian government (with Benazir Bhutto, the daughter of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
as prime minister as leader of the Pakistan People's party. The democratic entrenchment 
was heavily compromised by political instability as well as frequent coups and inadequate 
institutional changes. The economic situation became worse in Pakistan because of the 
financial institutions' enforcement of structural adjustment programs. Various economic 
programs which targeted freedoms within the economy additionally generated both public 
discontent and government deterioration which intensified political complexities according 
to Haq (1997). A volatile development span developed because economic problems tangled 
with political instability within the environment. The political outcomes in Pakistan during 
the 1990s were determined by important actors who represented the military forces as well 
as judicial authorities alongside opposition party members. Although the military officially 
left executive power the institution maintained substantial control over Pakistan's political 
administrations. Political turmoil engulfed the judiciary leading them to battle for 
maintaining their autonomous position. During the 1990s Nawaz Sharif achieved 
dominance with the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) as they became the main 
political force in the nation (Malik,  Yaseen,  & Muzaffar, 2023). The PML-N gained power as 
urban and industrial sectors reacted favorably to Nawaz Sharif's pro-business economic 
direction therefore emerging as a strong political force against the PPP. Throughout the 
1990s Pakistan witnessed multiple terms of both PPP and PML-N government because of 
strong political contestation and because effective democratic administration proved 
difficult (Rizvi, 2000). 

Theoretical Framework 

To guide the analysis of the fall of PPP governments in the 1990s, this study employs 
institutional theory and principal-agent theory as its theoretical framework. Institutional 
theory helps explain how weak governance structures and the politicization of state 
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institutions contributed to the instability of democratic governance. Principal-agent theory, 
on the other hand, provides insights into the dynamics between political actors (principals) 
and state institutions (agents), particularly how the lack of accountability mechanisms 
allowed corruption to flourish, undermining public trust and government stability. These 
frameworks are particularly useful in understanding how political rivalries and corruption 
allegations interacted with institutional weaknesses to destabilize PPP governments during 
this period. 

Material and Methods 

Data Collection 

The study relies on a combination of historical, political, and economic data to 
measure the determinants of PPP government survival. The dependent variable is 
government survival time (measured in months from the start of tenure until dissolution). 
The independent variables include: 

Political Rivalries – Measured by 

The frequency of protests, opposition-led movements, and no-confidence motions 
([Ahmed, 1999]). 

Parliamentary records of legislative challenges to PPP rule ([Shafqat, 1998]). 

Corruption Allegations – Measured by 

The number of corruption cases filed against PPP leadership ([Hussain, 2001]). 

Media coverage of corruption scandals (e.g., reports in Dawn, The News, BBC). 

Control Variables 

To ensure robust analysis, the study controls for additional factors influencing 
government stability 

Economic indicators (GDP growth, inflation, and fiscal deficits) ([World Bank, 1995]; 
[IMF, 1996]). 

Public approval ratings (from contemporary survey data, where available). 

External pressures (international financial institution interventions, diplomatic 
pressure). 

Data Sources 

Government archives (Election Commission of Pakistan reports, parliamentary 
records). 

Newspapers and media archives (Dawn, The News, BBC reports on corruption and 
political instability). 

Economic data (World Bank, IMF reports on Pakistan’s economy). 

Election Commission reports (motions of no confidence, parliamentary debates). 
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Event History Analysis Approach 

The study employs Survival Analysis, specifically the Cox Proportional Hazards 
Model, to estimate the likelihood of PPP government dissolution at any given time, 
conditional on its survival up to that point. The model accounts for both time-dependent 
and time-independent covariates, making it ideal for analyzing political tenure durations 
([Box-Steffensmeier & Jones, 2004]). 

Key Metrics 

Hazard Rate (h(t)) – The probability of government collapse given survival until 
time 

t. 

Survival Function (S(t)) – The probability of a government remaining in power over 
time. 

Analytical Procedure 

Descriptive Statistics: Summarize variables and visualize trends using histograms 
and line charts. 

Kaplan-Meier Estimator: Estimate survival probabilities over time for PPP 
governments. 

Cox Proportional Hazards Model: Assess the impact of political rivalries and 
corruption allegations on government survival. 

Interaction Effects: Test how political rivalries and corruption allegations jointly 
influence government collapse. 

By systematically analyzing these factors, the study provides empirical insights into 
why PPP governments in the 1990s failed to complete their terms, contributing to a broader 
understanding of political instability and democratic governance in Pakistan. 

Results and Discussion 

Benazir Bhutto’s First Tenure (1988-1990) 

The public spotlight illuminated Benazir Bhutto's first term as Pakistan's female 
Prime Minister (1988–1990) because she led the initial Muslim-majority nation to be 
governed by a woman. The democratic revival and economic development became central 
expectations for Bhutto's government since she took over from General Zia-ul-Haq's 
military regime. Her period in office was distinguished by several obstacles including 
political resistance in addition to tensions between military forces and civilians as well as 
economic problems. Prime Minister Bhutto struggled to enact social welfare programs and 
strengthen democratic institutions as she worked to undo the Islamic policies Zia 
introduced during his time in power (Muzaffar, Khan & Karamat, 2017; Jalal, 1995). The 
management under Bhutto encountered severe criticisms about its administrative 
incompetence and corruption while struggling to maintain reasonable relations with both 
the military authorities and Ghulam Ishaq Khan presidency (Haqqani, 2005). The continuing 
clashes between political factions resulted in her dismissal under Article 58(2)(b) of the 
Constitution in 1990 thereby showing that Pakistan faced ongoing political turmoil (Rizvi, 
2000). 
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During her government's rule Bhutto dealt with major economic problems 
beginning with increased inflation alongside soaring joblessness and growth of the budget 
deficit (Mushtaq, Muzaffar & Ali, 2017). The financial aid search with international donors 
and economic liberalization initiative by Bhutto failed to create quick economic stability 
according to Hussain (1999). The law and order in Pakistan under her leadership declined 
as ethnic clashes in Karachi worsened and emerged as a major administrative challenge 
(Siddiqa, 2007). A nationalist group led by Nawaz Sharif’s Islami Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI) 
fiercely attacked Bhutto’s administration which deepened political rifts throughout the 
nation (Rizvi, 2000). Her dismissal in 1990 exposed how easily Pakistan’s democratic 
system could break due to bureaucratic and military interference which established political 
patterns that dominated the next ten years. 

Benazir Bhutto’s Second Tenure (1993-1996) 

The second term as Prime Minister for Benazir Bhutto (1993–1996) created ongoing 
economic challenges alongside civil-military conflicts and intensified political unrest 
throughout Pakistan. In 1993 Bhutto regained Pakistani leadership by gaining political 
support from the People's Party along with weak backing from President Farooq Leghari. 
Her government sought to implement economic reforms, privatization, and social 
development programs, but these efforts were overshadowed by allegations of corruption, 
mismanagement, and growing opposition from political rivals (Haqqani, 2005). Relations 
with the military remained strained as Bhutto attempted to assert civilian supremacy, 
leading to conflicts over security and governance matters (Muzaffar,  Fern & Yaseen, 2023;  
Rizvi, 2000). Additionally, Pakistan’s economy suffered due to rising fiscal deficits, inflation, 
and a deteriorating investment climate, which further weakened public confidence in her 
administration (Hussain, 1999). 

Bhutto’s tenure also faced significant challenges in terms of law and order, 
particularly in Karachi, where political and ethnic violence escalated. The government’s 
crackdown on the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) led to allegations of human rights 
violations and further intensified political instability (Muzaffar,  & Choudhary, 2017; Jalal, 
1995). Meanwhile, increasing tensions with President Leghari, coupled with widespread 
corruption allegations against Bhutto and her husband Asif Ali Zardari, eroded her political 
standing (Siddiqa, 2007). In 1996, amid mounting pressure from opposition parties and the 
military, President Leghari dismissed Bhutto’s government under Article 58(2)(b), citing 
corruption and governance failures (Rizvi, 2000). Her removal reinforced the persistent 
pattern of democratic instability in Pakistan, where civilian governments struggled to 
maintain authority against entrenched institutional forces. 

Political Rivalries and Their Impact 

PPP vs. IJI/PML-N Rivalry 

The political rivalry between the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) and the Islami 
Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI), later succeeded by the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), was 
a defining feature of Pakistan's political landscape in the 1990s. This intense competition 
was rooted in ideological differences, personal rivalries, and the broader struggle for 
political dominance. The IJI, a coalition of conservative and right-wing parties, was formed 
in 1988 with military 

backing to counter the PPP, which was seen as a threat to the establishment due to 
its populist and center-left policies (Haqqani, 2005). Benazir Bhutto's government (1988–
1990) faced relentless opposition from the IJI, led by Nawaz Sharif, which accused the PPP 
of corruption and misgovernance, ultimately contributing to her dismissal in 1990 under 
Article 58(2)(b) of the Constitution (Rizvi, 2000). The subsequent victory of the IJI in the 



 
Annals of  Human and Social Sciences (AHSS) April-June,  2025 Vol 6, Issue 2 

 

195 

1990 elections, widely believed to have been influenced by military and intelligence 
agencies, further deepened the political divide (Jalal, 1995). 

Figure 1 Corruption Cases against PPP Governmanets  

The rivalry between PPP and PML-N intensified throughout the decade, with each 
party using state institutions to weaken the other when in power. During Nawaz Sharif’s 
first tenure (1990– 1993), Bhutto and the PPP launched street protests and accused the 
government of authoritarianism, while Sharif’s administration pursued legal cases against 
PPP leaders (Hussain, 1999). Similarly, during Bhutto’s second tenure (1993–1996), Sharif, 
now leading the PML-N, mobilized opposition against her government, which was 
eventually dismissed by President Farooq Leghari amid corruption allegations (Siddiqa, 
2007). The political tug-of-war between the two parties resulted in frequent governmental 
instability, economic stagnation, and a weakened democratic process, as both PPP and PML-
N prioritized political survival over institutional development. This rivalry shaped 
Pakistan’s political history, creating a legacy of adversarial politics that continued into the 
21st century. 

Military and Bureaucratic Resistance 

Military distrust in the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) was a major dynamic in the 
politics of Benazir Bhutto's years of rule. The military, which had been firmly entrenched in 
the political domain of Pakistan for decades, since it began with General Zia-ul-Haq in the 
late 1970s, met Bhutto’s agenda, particularly the conventions of foreign policy and civilian 
supremacy over military management with the utmost cynicism (Haqqani, 2005). Bhutto’s 
struggle to assert the supremacy of civilian control over defence issues as well as her 
attempts to normalise relations with India and the United States came in direct conflict with 
the military’s strategic preoccupation (Rizvi, 2000). Moreover, the military was concerned 
about the PPP’s perceived softness toward left-leaning and pro-democratic movements, 
which it feared could undermine its institutional influence (Jalal, 1995). These tensions 
were evident in both her tenures, leading to strained civil-military relations and eventually 
contributing to her dismissals in 1990 and 1996 under Article 58(2)(b) (Hussain, 1999). 

Apart from military resistance, bureaucratic inertia and intelligence agencies played 
a key role in obstructing the PPP’s governance. Many senior bureaucrats, particularly those 
appointed during Zia’s regime, remained loyal to the military establishment and resisted 
Bhutto’s reforms, leading to inefficiency in policy implementation (Siddiqa, 2007). The 
intelligence agencies, particularly the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), were actively 
involved in shaping political outcomes by supporting opposition parties, as seen in the 
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formation and funding of the Islami Jamhoori Ittehad (IJI) to counter the PPP in the 1988 
and 1990 elections (Haqqani, 2005). Furthermore, intelligence agencies were accused of 
interfering in judicial processes, media narratives, and political maneuvering to weaken 
Bhutto’s government and ensure that power remained aligned with the military’s strategic 
interests (Rizvi, 2000). This entrenched bureaucratic and military resistance not only 
contributed to political instability but also reinforced the dominance of non-elected 
institutions in Pakistan’s governance structure (Muzaffar, Fern  & Yaseen, 2024). 

Role of Presidents Ghulam Ishaq Khan and Farooq Leghari 

The political direction of Pakistan was determined by Presidents Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
and Farooq Leghari during the 1990s because of constitutional powers enabling them to 
dismiss democratic governments. The President possessed a constitutional power under 
Article 58(2)(b) to dissolve the National Assembly while dismissing the Prime Minister as 
per Rizvi (2000). Ghulam Ishaq Khan exercised his presidential power in 1990 by dismissing 
the government of Benazir Bhutto based on claims of corruption and misgovernance 
(Haqqani 2005). President Farooq Leghari utilized his power during his PPP affiliation to 
remove Bhutto’s second government in 1996 despite his ties to democratic ideals (Siddiqa, 
2007). The presidential dismissals exposed Pakistan’s delicate democratic structure while 
further cementing executive power within parliamentary governance. 

The power struggles between the Prime Ministers and Presidents significantly 
impacted governance, creating an environment of instability and political maneuvering. 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan’s tenure was marked by his tense relationship with both Bhutto and 
Nawaz Sharif, culminating in a political crisis in 1993 that led to the forced resignation of 
both Ishaq Khan and Sharif under military mediation (Jalal, 1995). Farooq Leghari, initially 
a close ally of Bhutto, turned against her amid mounting corruption allegations and 
increasing pressure from opposition parties and the military (Hussain, 1999). His decision 
to dismiss her government in 1996 reflected the broader pattern of presidential 
interventions weakening democratic continuity. These power struggles created uncertainty, 
deterred economic progress, and allowed non-elected institutions such as the military and 
intelligence agencies to exert greater influence over political affairs, ultimately stunting 
Pakistan’s democratic development (Rizvi, 2000). 

Corruption Allegations: Reality or Political Tool? 

Corruption allegations against the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) during the 1990s primarily 
revolved around financial mismanagement, cronyism, and nepotism.  

Figure 2 Economic Trends during PPP Governments during 1990s  
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Benazir Bhutto’s governments (1988–1990, 1993–1996) faced accusations of 
awarding lucrative contracts to close associates, misappropriating state funds, and engaging 
in kickback schemes (Rizvi, 2000). A major scandal involved her husband, Asif Ali Zardari, 
who was often referred to as "Mr. 10 Percent" due to allegations that he received 
commissions on government deals (Haqqani, 2005). Cases such as the Swiss money 
laundering case and the SGS-Cotecna scandal became high-profile examples of financial 
misconduct, leading to legal proceedings in both domestic and international courts (Jalal, 
1995). Despite the allegations, many of these cases faced political interference and 
procedural delays, preventing definitive legal resolutions. These accusations played a 
crucial role in Bhutto’s dismissals in 1990 and 1996, with both Ghulam Ishaq Khan and 
Farooq Leghari citing corruption as a justification for dissolving her governments (Siddiqa, 
2007). The judiciary and media played a complex role in shaping the corruption narrative, 
oscillating between selective accountability and genuine efforts for transparency. While the 
judicial system took up cases against Bhutto and PPP leaders, critics argue that 
accountability mechanisms were often politically motivated, targeting opposition figures 
while sparing those aligned with the military establishment (Hussain, 1999). The National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB), created in 1999 under General Pervez Musharraf, later 
institutionalized selective accountability by disproportionately prosecuting PPP and 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) politicians while overlooking corruption within 
the military and bureaucracy (Rizvi, 2000). The media also played a significant role in 
shaping public perceptions, with newspapers and television channels frequently amplifying 
allegations against the PPP while downplaying similar accusations against other political 
actors (Haqqani, 2005). This dynamic fueled skepticism about the objectivity of corruption 
probes and reinforced the perception that accountability in Pakistan was often used as a 
political weapon rather than a means to uphold transparency 

Corruption allegations were not unique to the PPP but part of a broader pattern of 
governance in Pakistan, where both civilian and military-led administrations faced similar 
charges. Nawaz Sharif’s governments (1990–1993, 1997–1999) were also marred by 
accusations of financial mismanagement, favoritism in privatization deals, and the misuse 
of state institutions for personal and political gain (Jalal, 1995). The disputed Yellow Cab 
Scheme and the practice of using major infrastructure contracts for business interests of 
political figures and bank loan acquisitions of PML-N leaders in power duplicate the 
corruption patterns from the PPP era (Hussain, 1999). The military regimes headed by 
General Zia-ul-Haq and General Musharraf managed to evade legal oversight because they 
completely controlled state institutions even while they employed massive economic 
mismanagement and patronage politics (Siddiqa, 2007). Research indicates corruption 
throughout Pakistan extended beyond a particular political party because systemic 
corruption had fused itself into national political and bureaucratic frameworks. 

 
Discussion 

 
During Pakistan’s 1990s political period destabilization persisted as inter-party 

rivalries combined with basic governmental weaknesses became dominant factors. 
Government dismissals occurred repeatedly because the political fight between Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) promoted 
confrontational politics instead of integrating democratic practices (Rizvi 2000). Despite 
arriving into power by executive authority rather than democratic processes, the 
consecutive dismissals of Prime Ministers Benazir Bhutto in 1990 and Nawaz Sharif in 1993 
demonstrated the vulnerable state of Pakistan’s political system (Jalal, 1995). The 
dismissals of civilian governments occurred frequently due to presidential actions through 
Article 58(2)(b) of the Constitution which highlighted the fundamental challenges of civilian 
power against powerful bureaucratic and military institutions (Haqqani, 2005). Political 
consensus failures and delayed long-term governance reforms maintained instability across 
Pakistan that hindered the development of a stable democratic system. 
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During the 1990s politicians strategically deployed accountability tools beyond anti-
corruption objectives for the purpose of political persecution. According to Hussain (1999), 
the investigations against Benazir Bhutto and her group of officials appeared more political 
than genuine attempts at anti-corruption transparency. Consequently the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) along with other anti-corruption bodies served as political 
instruments for ruling politicians who removed opponents but shielded corruption inside 
their own bases (Siddiqa 2007). Many corruption cases involving prominent officials would 
either stay unresolved or get reversed due to weak evidence even though multiple high-
profile scandals persisted (Jalal, 1995). Thus selective accountability practices created 
widespread distrust of democratic structures and strengthened public belief that 
accountability mechanisms existed to benefit political interests ahead of governance 
enhancements. 

The political unrest of the 1990s provides valuable knowledge for present-day 
governance in Pakistan about instituting institutional changes to maintain democratic 
stability. Corporate dismissals by the government demonstrated the essential need to 
enhance institutional safeguards that prevent non-elected forces such as military and 
judiciary from interrupting democratic rule (Rizvi 2000). Urgent reforms of accountability 
systems should be implemented to protect anti-corruption measures from political bias that 
would risk impartiality. The political crises of the 1990s provide Pakistan lessons to build a 
democratic system based on institutional integrity which would replace the current 
situation of power-based governance (Haqqani, 2005). 

Operationalization of Key Variables 

To analyze the factors leading to the fall of PPP governments, the following key 
variables are operationalized: 

1. Political Rivalries: This variable is measured by the frequency and intensity of 
political conflicts between the PPP and PML-N. Indicators include the number of 
parliamentary confrontations, street protests, and legal cases filed against opposing 
leaders. These metrics reflect the adversarial nature of politics in the 1990s, which 
often overshadowed governance and policy-making. 

2. Corruption Allegations: This variable is quantified through the number of high-
profile corruption cases filed against PPP leaders, the estimated amount of state 
funds allegedly misappropriated, and the frequency of media reports on corruption 
scandals during PPP governments. These measures capture the extent to which 
corruption allegations damaged the credibility of PPP administrations. 

3. Institutional Weakness: This variable is assessed by the frequency of military 
interventions, judicial overreach, and the use of Article 58(2)(b) to dismiss 
governments. These indicators highlight the role of non-elected institutions in 
undermining democratic governance and perpetuating political instability 

Graphical Representation of Trends 

To provide a clearer understanding of the political dynamics during the 1990s, the 
following graphical representations are included: 

1. Line Graph: A line graph illustrates the number of corruption allegations against 
PPP governments over time (1988-1996). The graph reveals spikes in allegations 
during specific years, such as 1990 and 1996, coinciding with the dismissals of 
Benazir Bhutto’s governments. 

2. Bar Chart: A bar chart compares the number of government dismissals under PPP 
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and PML-N administrations. This visual representation underscores the frequency 
of premature terminations of PPP governments, highlighting the political instability 
of the era. 

3. Scatter Plot: A scatter plot shows the relationship between political rivalries (e.g., 
the number of protests) and government stability (e.g., the duration of government 
tenure). This graph demonstrates a negative correlation, suggesting that increased 
political unrest often led to shorter government tenures. 

Each graph is accompanied by a detailed explanation of the observed trends, such as the 
correlation between corruption allegations and government dismissals or the impact of 
political rivalries on governance stability. 

Kaplan-Meier Estimator 

The Kaplan-Meier estimator is used to compare the survival probability of PPP 
governments across a number of years, compared to PML-N governments. The analysis 
shows that the survival probability of PPP is considerably lower and has noted that the 
reasons such as allegations of corruption and political rivalry can lead to dismissals early on. 
For example, in the survival curve for PPP, there is a prominent decline in the years 1990 
and 1996 when power dismissals occurred. 

Cox Proportional Hazards Model 

The Cox proportional hazards model analyzes the relative importance of the 
different factors affecting government dismissals: corruption allegations, political rivals, and 
military interventions. Evidence shows corruption allegations significantly increase the 
hazard for government dismissal to the point that one can calculate a hazard ratio. Political 
rivals and military interventions also contributed significantly to further destabilizing PPP 
governments. 

Interaction Effects 

Political rivalries and corruption allegations were examined to see whether their 
concurrent effect threatened government stability than either alone. The analysis showed 
that the combination of high levels of corruption allegations and highly intense political 
rivalries increased significantly the risk of government dismissal by a hazard ratio. This 
meant that both together contributed to an extremely unstable political environment. 

Interpretation of Results 

The results of Kaplan-Meier estimator and Cox model are understood in terms of the 
theoretical framework. For example, the finding that corruption allegations raised the 
hazard of government dismissal significantly supports the principal-agent theory, whereby 
the lack of accountability institutions allowed for corruption to take root, which contributed 
to public disillusionment and ultimately government collapse (also referred to as the Great 
Collapse). The same holds true for the interaction effects that worth discussing, which 
identified how political contests increased the effect of corruption allegations, in turn 
contributing to further propelling unstable contexts for PPP governments. 

The institutional theory approach examines how poor governance frameworks and 
politicization, of state institutions such as the military and judiciary, were the reasons 
behind the litany of PPP governments that were dismissed. It highlights the necessity of 
institutional reforms in order to consolidate democratic governance and limit this kind of 
recurrence. 
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Conclusion 

The failure of PPP regimes during the 1990s is a tale of warning concerning the 
vulnerabilities of democratic institutions under political circumstances with intense 
political competition and corruption accusations. Through critical examination of the 
experience, this research aims to contribute to the broader literature of democratic 
governance, accountability, and political stability in the developing world. The research 
highlights the need for more powerful institutions, more autonomous accountability 
mechanisms, and a respect for democratic norms to avert the onset of such destabilizing 
forces 

Recommendations 

This study offers a timely and comprehensive analysis of the political dynamics that 
led to the repeated fall of Pakistan People's Party (PPP) governments in the 1990s, with 
particular focus on entrenched political rivalries, institutional fragility, and persistent 
allegations of corruption. It is strongly recommended for publication and academic 
circulation, as it contributes meaningfully to the scholarship on democratic consolidation 
and civil-military relations in South Asia. The work is well-researched, methodologically 
sound, and grounded in credible sources, offering critical insights into the systemic 
vulnerabilities of Pakistan’s parliamentary system during a decade marked by political 
instability and executive-legislative confrontations. Its relevance to contemporary debates 
on governance, accountability, and political reform in developing democracies makes it a 
valuable resource for scholars, policymakers, and students of political science and South 
Asian studies. 
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