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ABSTRACT
The Pakistan Movement integrated political, economic, and religious influences as Islam
functioned as the primary force for developing Muslim identity. The study investigates the
All India Muslim League's (AIML) methods of employing religious rhetoric to accomplish
Muslim unity and fight against the Indian National Congress while advocating for a distinct
state. A qualitative historical methodology assesses Jinnah's speeches as well as AIML
resolutions and legal documents together with secondary literature sources. Religion
served Pakistan’s political needs as it merged into an ideological construct, which then
transformed into a legal framework through the Objectives Resolution of 1949 and
subsequent laws. A comprehensive analysis of this dual religious discourse reveals
extensive long-term effects, so the study suggests politicians should reexamine historical
perspectives that support religious tolerance, and reconsider constitutional principles to
achieve balanced Islamic governance structures within democracy. Studies need to focus
on contrastive evaluations regarding religious nationalism.
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Introduction

Pakistan Movement, from 1906 until 1947, established Pakistan as an independent
Muslim sovereign state and became a major milestone in South Asian historical development.
The historical analysis of this movement revolves around religious factors as its fundamental
aspect despite numerous political, economic, and sociocultural elements that guided its
development. Under the direction of Muhammad Ali Jinnah during the leadership of the All
India Muslim League (AIML), religious rhetoric and Islamic identity built Muslim solidarity
and provided reasons for seeking a separate state. The research examines AIML's religious
instrument deployment through its use as both a political recruitment mechanism and an
ideological construct that influenced Pakistan's post-colonial rule.

History and political science extensively document how nationalism embraces
religion through the scholarly works of Jalal (1985) and Hardy (1972). The AIML drew
analysis from academic authors seeking to determine if their use of Islamic themes stemmed
from genuine state-building motivation or served as a practical political tool. Jalal (1985)
explains that Jinnah used Islamic unity for political advantage against Congress, but according
to Ahmad (2018), Islam became the secure base for Pakistan to become an Islamic republic.
The popular slogan "Pakistan ka Matlab Kya? The popular slogan that emerged during the
movement stated "La Ilaha Illallah," which reveals the profound relationship between
political goals and religious emotions, thereby confirming that Pakistan was designed as an
Islamic state (Shaikh 2009).

The researcher uses primary materials, including resolutions and speeches, official
documents, and newspapers from the All-India Muslim League to explore this subject. The
political manipulation of religion receives thorough analytical analysis through books,
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scholarly articles, and archival materials acting as secondary source research materials. This
research analyzes primary and secondary sources to evaluate the full measure and
fundamental aspects of religious influence on the Pakistan Movement. Religious discourse is
evaluated through this study to determine if secular cohesion provided the same effect as
military demands or fundamental religious ideology for Pakistan's creation. This study's
findings serve to enhance studies about nationalism movements that utilize religion as well
as post-colonial state foundation by revealing lasting consequences for both governance and
Pakistani national identity from religiously geared politics.

Literature Review

Historians have extensively analyzed the role of religion during the Pakistan
Movement in political, historical, and ideological realms. Academics argue about when
religion became a strategic AIML instrument to fulfill their political aims or if it naturally
guided the entire movement. Some studies analyze the lasting effects of religious discourse
and its influence on Pakistan's government after independence and its development of
national identity. The literature analysis reviews essential works that demonstrate three
prevailing perspectives regarding this subject: first, religion as a political tool; second,
religion as an ideological basis; and third, religion's post-independence governance impact
on Pakistan.

Religion as a Political Strategy

Historians Jalal (1985), Hardy (1972), and Chawla (2011, 2023) present the view that
AIML employed religion for political purposes to maintain Muslim backing and resist Indian
National Congress influence. Historian Ayesha Jalal (1985) believes that Jinnah frequently
emphasized Islamic identity as a political tool to gain advantages, although it did not
represent his intention to establish an Islamic state. AIML adopted Islamic rhetoric to achieve
unity among its various Muslim constituencies, which required a common political flag,
according to Hardy (1972).

Gilmartin (1988) and Chawla (2017, 2018) demonstrated that religious symbolism
was foundational for drawing mass support since Islamic elements brought rural and urban
Muslim communities together in Punjab. The AIML used its social communication capabilities
coupled with information gained from colonial surveillance to control religious speech,
according to Bayly (1999), while Bose and Jalal (1998) analyzed religious identity formation
within the colonial resistance movement. Rai Shabbir Ahmad (2019) evaluates the AIML's
use of religious messaging as it won support throughout Pakistani society, especially among
rural Muslim voters.

Religion as an Ideological Foundation

Several researchers dismiss the political instrument view by presenting religion as a
fundamental basis for the Pakistan Movement (Ahmad, 2018; Shaikh, 2009; Hayat, 2008,
2014, 2021). Historical research by Sikandar Hayat (2021) shows how the movement
developed through the Muslim intellectual expansion of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and Allama
Igbal and Islamic revivalist movements. Igbal expressed his vision of Pakistan in the 1930
Allahabad Address, where he demonstrated that Pakistan needed to stand alone as a Muslim
state that followed Islamic principles, thus reinforcing the ideological foundation of the
movement (Chatterjee, 1993; Chandra, 2008).

The author Al-Mujahid (1981) demonstrates how Jinnah worked with Muslim
communities worldwide because he genuinely wanted Pakistan to connect with global
Muslim society. The analysis of Aziz (1997) and Beg (1986) establishes Jinnah's repeated use
of Islamic justice elements and governmental concepts when describing Pakistan's goals.
Historical Islamic governance models shaped the AIML vision according to Brown (1994) and
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Metcalf & Metcalf (2006), who stated that these Islamic models ultimately directed the
development of the state of Pakistan.

Religion and Pakistan's Post-Independence Governance

The religious language used during the Pakistan Movement created far-reaching
effects on Pakistan's constitutional and political direction (Saeed, 2016; Nasr, 2001; Hayat,
2008). The Objectives Resolution of 1949 has been studied by Saeed (2016) as the
mechanism through which Pakistan implemented Islamic principles across its legal code to
achieve its foundational objectives. The religious discourse of pre-partition times shaped
Pakistan's identity politics and governing structure and its post-independence
transformation, according to Pandey (2001) and Talbot & Singh (2009).

The accounts of Moon (1990) and Moore (1984) describe how religion maintained its
influence over Pakistani politics by shaping interactions between civil and military sectors
and policy creations. According to Rais (2010) and Roy (2014), the religious concepts
introduced by the movement played a significant role in defining Pakistan's diplomatic
relations with Muslim-majority nations. According to Sarkar (1983) and Ziring (1977),
religious nationalism created difficulties that affected minority protection together with
questions about Sharia's role in governing Pakistan.

The formation of Pakistan through ideological narratives remains relevant today,
according to Shabbir, Ali, & Batool (2024), through their investigation of political-religious
discourse in current debates. Jinnah's leadership trajectory receives analysis from Shabbir,
Jawad, & Ashraf (2022) through their evaluation of how his religious identity shaped
Pakistan's establishment and growth. Through comparative analyses, Chakrabarty (2020)
and Chawla (2018) discuss Jinnah's leadership to evaluate its differences from Gandhi and
Nehru, whereas Ambedkar receives equal consideration in their evaluations of nationalism
in South Asia.

The academic investigation of religious elements in the Pakistan Movement shows
multiple and diverse arguments. According to some scholars, religion emerges as an
instrumental political tool for the AIML. Yet, it maintains its status as a fundamental
ideological element that influenced the Pakistan Movement objectives and Pakistan's post-
independence government mechanisms. Modern studies demonstrate how the use of
religious discourse shaped Pakistan's identity throughout its political evolution and its
constitutional developments. This research adds to current academic discourse by analyzing
religious, political, and nationalist factors involved in the Pakistan Movement.

Material and Methods

The research utilizes qualitative historical analysis to study religious influence on the
Pakistan Movement by investigating the strategic and ideological approaches of the All India
Muslim League (AIML). The research evaluation method analyzes historical developments
through primary and secondary sources by evaluating religious elements and political
contents in the movement. The present research implements a historical analytical approach
to complete a systematic analysis of historical developments, political actions, and religious
statements for evaluating the role of religion in state foundation and political organization.

The investigation uses both primary and secondary sources as basic elements to build
a complete understanding of the subject. The AIML official documents contain primary
information, including the text from the Lahore Resolution (1940) and the statements from
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, together with the legislative materials from the Indian Independence
Act (1947). Research on current newspapers, including Dawn and The Times of India, along
with the Aligarh Institute Gazette, investigates AIML’s political messaging as well as
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alternative perspectives presented by foreign political organizations. The political strategies
from the movement become evident through uniting parliamentary records with reports and
memoirs.

This research draws from primary sources while constantly referring to secondary
material consisting of scholarly books, journal articles, and academia-based research
explaining how religion affected the Pakistan Movement. Major sources originate from the
research of Jalal (1985), Hayat (2021), Chawla (2017), Ahmad (2018), and Metcalf & Metcalf
(2006), alongside other key publications. The research sources enable the identification of
academic arguments and historical interpretations about how AIML integrated religion into
its political communication.

The investigation uses historical and thematic content analysis and comparative
evaluation to analyze its data. A critical assessment of original materials happens through
historical analysis, which integrates political and social elements to verify documented facts
through multiple cross-referenced sources. The analysis of AIML speeches and policy
statements through thematic content analysis focuses on religious motifs, eventually forming
three central categories: political manipulation, ideological use of religion, and post-
independence political power dynamics. The research compares religious discourse from the
time of the Pakistan movement to Pakistan's period of independence through AIML and
analyzes other political organizations, such as the Indian National Congress.

Data interpretation follows ethical principles by maintaining accuracy, reliability, and
objectivity because this research deals with historical content. The research draws all its
evidence exclusively from reliable archival documents and academic peer-reviewed scholarly
publications to maintain historical analysis neutrality. The research combines qualitative
historical study with thematic content evaluation and comparative methods to deliver
comprehensive insights into religious usage in the Pakistan Movement. The study achieves a
complete contextualized religious strategy analysis of AIML by combining data from primary
and secondary sources.

Results and Discussion

Research outcomes demonstrate that religion acted in three ways during the Pakistan
Movement: constructing a political weapon, providing ideological principles, and serving as
a means to build national identity. A detailed discussion demonstrates three main points
regarding the All India Muslim League (AIML) strategic deployment of religious principles
and the Pakistan movement's fundamental ideological platform coupled with the influence of
religious discourse on Pakistan's post-independence political environment.

Religion as a Political Tool in the Pakistan Movement

According to studies of their speeches, campaign development, and resolutions, AIML
utilized religious symbolism as an explicit political tool to generate mobilization. Under
British rule, the AIML instrumentalized Islamic and religious solidarity to unite Muslims
because they believed in religious marginalization and Indian National Congress political and
economic dominance (Jalal 1985, Gilmartin 1988, Bayly 1999).

According to primary sources from Jinnah's speeches, the AIML adopted religious
slogans and Islamic terminology to gain political support. The slogan "Pakistan ka Matlab
Kya? La llaha Illallah"” serves as the meaning of Pakistan. The slogan "Pakistan ka Matlab Kya?
La Ilaha Illallah” (What is the meaning of Pakistan? There is no God but Allah) functioned as
the movement's emblem, representing a religious foundation for Pakistan's creation
according to Ahmad (2018) and Chawla (2018). The Ulama and religious organizations
actively supported claims that Pakistan would become an Islamic state where Muslims could

657



Annals of Human and Social Sciences (AHSS) October-December, 2024 Vol 5, Issue 4

freely practice their religious faith, according to historical reports provided by Metcalf &
Metcalf (2006) and Rais (2010).

The strategic need to summon religious themes during his speeches overruled
Jinnah's lack of ideological commitment to Islam. Ayesha Jalal (1985) argues that Jinnah used
Islamic speech to gain political power while he had no interest in creating a religious state.
During his August 11, 1947 speech, Jinnah emphasized religious tolerance by assuring, "You
are free to go to your temples, you are free to go to your mosques or to any other place of worship
in this State of Pakistan."” (Zaidi, 1993-99; Moore, 1984). Religious discourse served as a dual
strategy for Pakistan's political organization through religious groups while simultaneously
ensuring religious freedom for all people.

Religion as an Ideological Foundation for Pakistan

The fundamental concept behind the creation of Pakistan derived from religious
foundations provided by the Muslim thinkers, reformists, and other intellectuals developed
through their ideas. The political movement received intellectual input from Allama Igbal and
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, together with other Muslim scholars who argued that Muslims formed
a distinct nation that combined cultural traditions with religious customs (Chatterjee 1993;
Bose & Jalal 1998; Talbot & Singh 2009).

Through his 1930 Allahabad Address, Igbal presented Muslim supporters with
establishing an independent state based on Islamic principles to govern society and uphold
justice (Chandra, 2008; Shabbir, 2024a). This idea to establish Pakistan arose beyond
political convenience by establishing Islam as the essential foundation for Muslim
independence (Sarkar 1983, Brown 1994). The Lahore Resolution of 1940 established a
formal religious and cultural basis for Pakistan by adopting a language that deepened the
ideological role of Islam in the movement (All India Muslim League, 1940; Shabbir, Jawad, &
Ashraf, 2022).

Sikandar Hayat (2008, 2021) analyzes Jinnah's charismatic leadership and its effect
on developing this ideological message. In his perspective, Jinnah chose secular nationalism
as his preference, yet strategically used Islamic discourse to strengthen his political
movement because he recognized its power as a unifying force. During the Movement for
Pakistan, the religious slogans established an expectation that the new country would
represent Islamic values, leading to constitutional discussions in the newborn state (Hayat,
2014; Pandey, 2001).

Impact of Religious Rhetoric on Post-Independence Governance

Pakistan's religious themes from its freedom movement resulted in persistent effects
on its political identity and government structures. Islam was established in state authority
through the Objectives Resolution of 1949, which formed Pakistan's legal structure (Saeed,
2016; Nasr, 2001). Through the Objectives Resolution of 1949, the legislative body aimed to
preserve the religious discourse of the Pakistan Movement while establishing expectations
for Islamic law governance (Metcalf & Metcalf, 2006; Chawla, 2023).

The post-independence definition of Islam's role in Pakistan's political system
became challenging because the Pakistan Movement combined religious messaging with non-
religious governance. Constitutional amendments and political conflicts alongside legal
reforms continued to split between Pakistan's Islamic republic and secular state (Roy, 2014;
Shabbir, Ali, & Batool, 2024). The religious foundations of the Pakistan Movement established
in the past resulted in Islamic political movements appearing in Pakistan during the 1970s
and 1980s (Ziring, 1977; Moore, 1984).
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The study demonstrates that religious aspects played an important multifaceted role
throughout the Pakistan Movement but remained complex in interpretation. The AIML
strategically utilized this creed during political agitation, yet its ideas developed the
fundamental principles of national identity. Throughout its history, Pakistan has preserved
its religious roots, which still guide its constitution-making process together with its
governing institutions as well as its ongoing political dialogues.

Future investigations must show how the AIML's contradictory religious
communication about identity and governance leading up to Pakistan's establishment has
shaped the country's post-independence political development. A comprehensive
understanding of Pakistani national identity demands research into the reaction and
sentiments of religious minority groups toward the movement.

Conclusion

Religious elements showcased multipolarity during the Pakistan Movement as they
steered the political practices of the All India Muslim League and established foundational
values of the new state. The planned deployment of religious beliefs successfully galvanized
political support from people while evolving to establish itself as the fundamental
cornerstone of Muslim identity to steer both national discourse and state growth. Pakistan
accelerated its partition prospects through religious buzzwords, which led to long-term
beliefs about Islamic rule in the independent nation.

According to the study, Jinnah and AIML employed religious unity to fight Muslim
political and economic subjugation, whereas the ultimate Pakistani state design remained
unresolved. Jinnah endorsed religious freedom in his speech of August 11, 1947, to present
the Islamic agenda that steered the movement. The newly independent Pakistan entered into
serious debates about selecting between a secular government system and establishing itself
as an Islamic Republic. The Objectives Resolution of 1949 created Islamic governance
principles for state policies and directed Pakistan's national laws and political characteristics
alongside its cultural base.

Through religious rhetoric in the Pakistan Movement, the country has established
enduring effects that shape its sociopolitical development today. Religious activities blended
with political aspects generate complications in running a democratic government, securing
minority groups, and understanding constitutional articles. The national development
trajectory of Pakistan is still shaped by the foundational ideological structure adopted by
Islamic political movements while emerging as part of the Pakistan Movement.

The research adds insights into religious language usage by nationalist movements to
achieve political control while national government policies incorporate this language.
Research should now analyze how religious minorities perceived the Pakistan Movement and
review Islamic interpretations and political organizing performances across multiple
Pakistani regions. Researchers can learn valuable information about religious roles in nation-
making through analysis of Pakistan's historical organization alongside other British Muslim
territories.

Through his activism, Jinnah illustrates how political activities combined with
religion in times of national transformation. British Indian Muslim religious unity led to
extensive political problems that persist to this day as states form their governments.
Research opportunities for scholars emerged from Pakistan's extended discourse about its
national philosophy following the movement's establishment of persistent effects on the
nation's identity.

659



Annals of Human and Social Sciences (AHSS) October-December, 2024 Vol 5, Issue 4

Recommendations

The research establishes the necessity to investigate religious influence on the
Pakistan Movement as well as its impact on governmental systems alongside national
identity formation. The reassessment of historical accounts requires new perspectives, which
should focus on minority religious groups and those who made decisions at the regional level.
Through multidimensional historical research, we can obtain fair insights regarding religious
discourse effects and Pakistan's formation among different groups.

The advancement of Pakistan's political structure demands elaborate research into
religious influences within its government systems. The policy community needs to organize
dialogue sessions to identify how religious guidelines blend with democratic management
systems, which keep basic rights safeguarded. By studying the successful implementation of
religious values in democracy, Muslim-majority states can instruct Pakistan to build its
political system. Religion stays independent of political manipulation when religious matters
exist outside state administration authorities.

The adoption of religious pluralism together with inclusivity practices can strengthen
Pakistan into a cohesive national community. Teachers must teach Pakistan's formation
history along with development stages, while students should engage in religious community
discussions through media broadcasts. Realizing a superior level of religious harmony will
become possible through diverse historical perspectives that both enrich the Pakistani social
fabric and stop interfaith disputes. The primary task for civil society organizations must be
to create interfaith discussion programs because they boost social unity and national
cohesion.

The constitution and laws of Pakistan must undergo regular assessments to build
adequate defenses for justice, equal rights, and religious freedom. Social experts who study
history and the law must examine religious laws and their impact on governance in order to
make accurate historical conclusions. Evaluating religious elements in the legal system leads
to solutions for existing governmental challenges while upholding Pakistan's foundational
beliefs.

Leaders in political sectors need to exercise caution about using religious terminology
in their public campaigns since this practice intensifies intercommunal conflicts and disrupts
democratic processes. Governance must focus its resources on developing Pakistan through
social economics with an emphasis on educational reforms instead of pursuing ideological
conflicts. Future academic research in the field of the Pakistan Movement needs
strengthening to provide scholars with improved means of analyzing what drove the
foundation of Pakistan. Studies of nationalist growth between religious and secular groups
present essential information about how to overcome state-establishment challenges and
identify identity-based political patterns.

Today's policy development mandate includes a complete investigation of all aspects
of Jinnah's original vision. The examination of Jinnah's religious and governing statements in
modern academic research ought to move past political interpretations in order to reveal
current value for Pakistan. Scholarly and policy-focused research into his legacy will enable
both groups to find practical knowledge for Pakistan's developmental path.

The proposed solutions will help Pakistan find better religious-political integration
harmony. The Pakistan Movement's goals should continuously promote democratic
institutions together with social unity so Pakistan perseveres in its historical path within
contemporary state systems.
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